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FKOGllESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Treatment of Scarlet Fever with Antistreptococcic Seram.—F. Gang- 
hofner (Deutsche mcdizinischc Wochcnschrijt, 1905, Bd. xxxi., Nos. 
14 and 15, pp. 529 and 592) reports having treated 15 cases of scar¬ 
let fever (2 moderately grave and 13 very grave) with Aronson’s 
antistreptococcic serum, but without noting any marked influence on 
the course of the disease. From 10 to 30 c.c. were injected at a dose, 
and in some instances this dose was repeated the next day; 7 of the 
patients died; neither the temperature nor the general condition of the 
patients was influenced by the doses used, but Ganghofner suggests 
that larger doses probably would be more influential. Eight cases were 
treated with Moser’s serum with about the same results as witli the 
other serum; 3 of the patients recovered, 5 died; only 2 (both recovered) 
were treated during tnc first forty-eight hours of the disease. The tem¬ 
perature and the general health seemed to be more favorably influenced, 
out the improvement did not last. As the number of cases here reported 
is small and as probably the serum was weaker than it should have 
been, Ganghofner expects to continue his observations. 


An Atypical Case of Measles.—E. Hamburger (Deutsche mcdizinischc 
Wochcnschrijt , 1905, Bd. xxxi., No. 21, p. S32) reports the case of a 
child, who, with her sister, developed first chickcnpox, then measles; 
the chickcnpox of both and the measles of the sister passed off without 
anything remarkable occurring. The other case, however, presented 
more atypical than typical features. It began with moderate fever, a 
few cutaneous hemorrhages and Koplik’s spots; without the latter the 
diagnosis of “measles” could not have been made at all. Two days 
later, these signs having disappeared, the temperature rose to 104° and 
later to 106°; the urine reacted to the acetone test, the child became 
apathetic, and an erysipeloid erythema appeared in different parts of 
the body. The high temperature remained, but the erythema was 
fugacious, to reappear every day in a different place. Desquamation 
was the next sign. Considering the condition of a septic nature, unguen- 
tum Cred6 was ordered. It was several days more—eight days from the 
time the Koplik’s spots had appeared—before the typical measles erup¬ 
tion broke through, and from then on the case passed off quite nor¬ 
mally, beyond a slight albuminuria which existed for u short time. 
The case teaches the value of Koplik’s spots, as without them the 
diagnosis would certainly not have been made. 


The Importance of Koplik’s Spots for the Diagnosis and Differen¬ 
tial Diagnosis of Measles.—The importance of the spots first described 
by Koplik has been discussed by a large number of observers of all 
lnnds, without, however, bringing the subject to a definite conclusion. 
II. Bruening (Deutsche mcdizinischc Wochcnschrijt , 1905, Bd. xxxi., 
No. 10, p. 3S4), having the opportunity to observe very carefully a 
number of cases of measles, which occurred in one of the hospitals of 
Leipzig during the course of other diseases, paid particular attention 
to the existence of these spots. Of 52 such cases, developing under his 
eyes, 50 presented Koplik’s spots; in 3 instances they were seen six 
days, in 3 five days, in 4 four days, in 7 three days, in li two days, and 
in 25 one day before the appearance of the characteristic eruption. In 
most instances they disappeared before the measles came out, so that 
jn only 17 cases were the two eruptions coexistent. In 2 cases they were 
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present to the end of the disease, and disappeared simultaneously with 
the cutaneous eruption. The spots themselves, varying in number, 
were mostly very small in size; their seat of predilection was about the 
back part of the mucous membrane of the cheek in the neighborhood 
of Steno’s duct, but they were also found about the lips, gums, and 
hard palate. In most cases they were seen as soon as the mouth was 
opened; in a few others not until a careful inspection was made. Diffuse 
daylight is a better light for their observance than artificial light. The 
spots are bluish white in color, the size of a pinhead, and surrounded 
by a red areola. Bruening looked for them in many other affections 
(German measles, scarlet fever, serum eruptions) without, however, 
being able to find them in any one of them. He, therefore, concludes 
that Koplik's spots are always present in measles and are pathogno¬ 
monic or the exanthem; their presence is of the greatest importance 
from a diagnostic, differential diagnostic, and prophylactic standpoint. 
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Vaginal Ovariotomy during Labor.— Petersen (MonaUsschrifi jut 
Geburtshulje und Gynakologic , 1905, Band xxi., Heft 6) reports the case 
of a primiparn with moderately contracted pelvis, in whom the pelvic 
cavity was partially filled by a tumor. Combined examination showed 
that it was impossible to dislodge this from the pelvis. The consistence 
of the tumor suggested an ovarian cyst. The patient was clearly at 
full term, and the head of the child was movable above the pelvic brim. 

Vaginal incision was made; adhesions about the tumor were loosened, 
causing free bleeding, and the tumor was incised. Its contents seemed 
to be fluid and escaped easily; the sac was then drawn out and the 
pedicle ligated at the right broad ligament. So soon as the tumor was 
removed, the head of tne child descended and made it impossible to 
accurately close the vaginal wound, accordingly, the child was delivered 
by forceps and incisions made in the cervix prevented lacerations. After 
the uterus was empty lacerations were closed, and the incisions which 
had been made after the removal of the tumor were brought together. 

Gsesarean Section on the Dying.—In the Zcniralblatt jur Gynakologie, 
1905, No. 23, Futh reports the case of a multipara wno suffered from 
very severe lesions of the heart with dyspnoea and cyanosis. The 
patient was pregnant at term, and was brought into the clinic in a very 
grave condition and unconscious. Medical treatment failed to improve 
her condition; the patient was thought to be dying, and to rescue her 
child it was delivered by Caesarean section. Tms was done in the same 
careful and thorough manner in which the operation would be per¬ 
formed upon the living. The patient, however, seemed temporarily 
better after the operation, but died suddenly on the fifth day. Autopsy 
revealed chronic endocarditis with severe valvulor^lesions. 



